




FINAL TEST- Of Mice and Men

This test has five (5) sections: Character identification, true or false, fill in the blank, significant quotations, as well as an essay section.  Please read directions carefully in each part of the test.  GOOD LUCK 

PART I: CHARACTER IDENTIFICATION (40 pts, 5 pts each)

1.____ George Milton




A. Ironic name; protagonist who is 

intellectually disabled; physically strong and likes soft , fuzzy things.

2._____Lennie Smalls




B. Antagonist; instigator who takes

advantage of his power and authority. His hand gets crushed;

glove of Vaseline.

3._____Curley




         C. “Prince of the Ranch.” Gives Lennie a puppy.

4.______Carlson
D. Represents females of the time period and culture; only woman on farm; is killed by Lennie.

5.______Slim
E. Kills Candy’s dog; background character.

6._______Curley’s Wife
F. Has one hand; wants to live on the farm with George and Lennie.

7.________Crooks
G. Smart and small; protagonist who is a father-figure to Lennie.

8._______Candy
H. Only black man. Isolated; crooked back

BONUS +1- Who is Aunt Clara? Be specific.

PART II- TRUE  OR   FALSE  (10 pts, 2 pts each)

In this section, please write TRUE or FALSE; IF IT IS FALSE, YOU MUST MAKE IT A TRUE STATEMENT IN THE BLANK PROVIDED.






1. Lennie crushes Candy’s hand in a fight.

2. George likes ketchup on his beans and likes to pet rabbits

3. Slim gives Lennie one of his rabbits as a pet.

4. George tells Lennie to hide in the brush if he ever gets in trouble.

5. Crooks is a black character who reads and likes his privacy. 

BONUS +1- true/false

The farmhands, men who work on the farm, often play rummy, a card game to pass the time.

PART III- Fill in the Blank (10 pts, 2 pts each)           BE SPECIFIC

1. In their last conversation, George tells Lennie about   

______________________________ and_____________________________________.

2. George shoots Lennie with _____________________________

in the ____________.

3. In the barn, Lennie breaks_____________________ neck and 

also kills a __________________.

BONUS (+1) Give one detail or fact about John Steinbeck, the author.

At the end when Lennie’s hiding in the brush, he has paranoid hallucinations of _____________________________  and __________________________________, 

who talk to him  in his own voice.

5. George and Lennie leave Weed because ____________________ is accused of ___________________ a young girl in a red dress.

BONUS +1:    George and Lennie first become friends because 

___________________________________________________________.

PART IV: Significant Quotations  (15 pts, 3 pts each)

In this section, you must identify the speaker, the context (where/when), as well as the motif, dichotomy, or theme; remember, the significance reflects some of the grand ideas. Make sure to explain. BE SPECIFIC.

1. “ They play cards in there, but I can’t play because I’m black…Books ain’t no good. A guy needs somebody—to be near him” (68, 72-73).

Speaker?

Context (what’s the speaker talking about?):

Motif and explain significance:

2. “Got no teeth…He’s all stiff with rheumatism. He ain’t no good to you, Candy. An’ he ain’t no good to himself. Why’n’t you shoot him, Candy” (44)?

Speaker?

Context (what are they talking about? Where)?

Motif and explain significance:

3. “We’ll do her…We’ll fix up that little old place an’ we’ll go live there” (60).

Speaker?

Context (what is the speaker talking about? TO whom?):

Motif and explain significance:

4. “I get lonely…You can talk to people, but I can’t talk to nobody but Curley. Else he gets mad. How’d you like not to talk to anybody” (87)?

Speaker?

Context (what’s the speaker talking about? What’s the scene?):

Motif and explain the significance:

5. “Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I could get you strung up on a tree so easy it ain’t even funny” (81).

Speaker?

Context (What’s the speaker talking about? To whom? In what scene?):

Motif and explain the significance:

BONUS (+1)

Define the term “bindle stiff,” as is reflective of the time period:

ESSAYS—Themes, motifs, and dichotomies (40 pts total, 20 pts each)

In this section of the text, YOU WILL WRITE TWO (2) ESSAYS, which reflect some grand ideas and concepts we’ve discussed thoroughly in class.  

In a well-planned essay, make sure to include AN INTRODUCTION, with the author’s name and work, A CLEAR, SPECIFIC THESIS STATEMENT, and THREE (3) SPECIFIC DETAILS.

1. “Impossibility of the American Dream”—Throughout Steinbeck’s novella, the impossibility of the American dream is exhibited through many characters. Discuss this motif as it applies to the story; what is this saying about “dreams” in general? Is Steinbeck making a statement about attaining or reaching goals? 

2. Predatory Nature of Humankind—Throughout Of Mice and Men, we see the predatory nature of humankind as forces against one another, people intentionally being mean and malicious (harmful) to others because it makes them feel more powerful, more in control. 

There are a few characters in this story who admit their own vulnerabilities (weaknesses), yet they prey on the weak, themselves. Think of examples that exhibit this idea, and what does this say about human nature, as a whole?

3. Strength vs. Weakness—In Steinbeck’s novella, Of Mice and Men, the dichotomy strength vs. weakness is seen throughout, as it is demonstrated through a number of characters, situations, and relationships of all sorts.  In what forms does the reader see the strength vs. weakness dichotomy? Which characters are strong and/or weak? What does this say about peoples’ sense of strength and weakness?

If you care to, how does the idea of mercy killing or euthanasia tie into this idea of strength and weakness?

4. Loneliness—Throughout the novella, we see many characters who are or have  been lonely, and they openly talk about it. Think about these characters who exhibit loneliness. Why are they lonely? Do the ostracized (left out, isolated) characters share anything in common? If so, discuss this in your well-constructed thesis and essay. 

